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Cheshire County Netball Association
Annual General Meeting - 17th June 2014, 7pm
Priestley College, Warrington
ATTENDEES
Sue Day


Independent 
Andy Lowe

Imagine8

Nikki Kendrick

Macclesfield Pink Ladies NC 
Julian Whitworth
Wilmslow NC
Debbie Whitworth
Wilmslow NC

Estelle Graham

Warrington NC
Chris Brien

Alloy NC
Fiona Rose

Independent
Chris McCall

Independent

Jess Maddox

Beechwood NC

Julie Southall

Beechwood NC

AGENDA

1. Apologies for absence

2. Minutes of the 2013 AGM

3. Annual Reports

· Chairperson

· Treasurer

· Umpiring Secretary

· Welfare Officer

· Schools
· Performance

· Cheshire NDO

4. Elections of Officers

5. AOB


1. Apologies for absence
Emma Pike – Knutsford NC, Phil Owen – Knutsford NC, Pat Arnott - Alsager NC, Sarah Lines – U16WP Team Mgr, Richard White – Didsbury NC, Fran Bristow – Independent, Emma Jones – Schools rep

2. Minutes of Meeting from AGM 2013
· Estelle shared copies of the minutes on the 2013 AGM (these can also be found on the Cheshire Netball website)

· The minutes were confirmed as a true record of the 2013 AGM

Proposed: Chris Brien; Seconded Julian Whitworth. 
3. Annual Reports
Chair’s report (Estelle Graham) 
The 2013/2014 season has been a year of change – lessons learnt and re-direction.  In September we selected 150 girls from all over the county to be in the County Academies, which included two Under 19 development PODS. In addition we scouted girls into the U12 county development POD with 20 new Year 7s brought in for bi-monthly training.

Our Chair of 9 years Kevin Rowley emigrated to Australia and I stepped in as Chair with Fiona Rose taking over as secretary.

County Squads Training

With the new directive from EN and a signed agreement with set targets and a renewed focus on intensity and quality, the new Cheshire academies were limited to 1x U14 Satellite training for 15 weeks and 1 x U16 Academy training for 30 weeks, both limited to 20 athletes, following a strict schedule with homework booklets and strength & conditioning – regional match play included one in county colours at Widnes and a second as individual athletes in Cumbria. 

The lead coaches have then selected a number of athletes to go forward to regional selection in June. Our target is to get 2 athletes selected per academy, this will then secure our funding. We wish them well.

Training PODS

We renamed Cheshire Club player development groups to PODS and continued with East and West PODS at U14 and U16, with U19’s also having a training POD.

With no movement allowed between the PODS and the Academy / Satellite, we also looked to develop our coaches with a schedule for coaches to move around the county. This didn’t work as well as we thought and some athletes become disengaged. Feedback this season has been disappointing for these areas and we have revised our plans for next season.

Match Play 

Outside of the EN regional training programme, in March we hosted an evening with the IOM, U16 & U19 match play – a great session and they would like to make this a yearly event with a possible visit to the IOM in October as well as their March visit, possibly including the U14 satellites.

The tour for this season for the U16 and U19’s was to Wales, playing the national squads over two days including the match before the Celtic Dragons v Manchester Thunder NSL match. Coaches and athletes agreed to intensity of match play and observations was a great learning exercise for all.

A play day evening took place at Priestly in Feb for all U12, U14 and U16 as well as the Wilmslow event in April, this event finishing with Australia and Barbados taking the chocolates. 

County Trials

We held Pre trials for the Under 16’s on Saturday 8th June and U14s on 9th June.  We will be holding Summer Training sessions over 4 dates, mirroring the format of Regional training. 

The final session is the day after the Regional Selection so we will not only have seen all the athletes over several hours but we will know exactly how many places we have for athletes’ within each group. The focus is on quality not quantity so if we don’t have enough players of the correct calibre, we won’t be making up the numbers for the sake of it.

Twenty players were nominated to attend the North West Festival run by the Regional Talent Coach Karen Greig on 14th June and congratulations go to:

Ailsa MacArthur, Jasmine Cook, Esther Horton, Imogen McCance, Ama Mainoo, Josie Heron, Chloe Turpin, Ruth Hughes, Madison Sterling, Amelia Veevers, Mary Nelson, Sejal Karmarker, Grace Bodha, Eilidh Thomson (* 4 weeks training only)
along with the coaching staff, headed by Sue Day and Chris Brien for getting them there.

County Plan

The four year plan is now kicking in. Cheshire were praised as a forward thinking County as we have excellent communication links with the website, Facebook and Twitter all of which keeps players and parents updated. Cheshire were the only county who were running academies for under 12’s and Under 19s and we have a Hardship Fund so that no talented player will be denied the opportunity to play for Cheshire due to finances.

This next season we have been granted 2 x U14 Satellites and 1 x U16 Academy and have signed and returned the agreement to EN.  With the success seen in the development at U12 with intense basic training, this enables us to increase the basic intense training at the younger age ensuring the basics become a natural part of our athletes’ game and intensity becomes the norm. 

For 2014/15 season, we will continue with U12 training, 1 x U14 and 1 x U16 POD as well as 1 x U19 POD. The U14 & U16 POD focus is Cheshire athlete development, providing skills training that they can take back to school and club. The U19’s will take part in the Cheshire Elite League the focus moving strategy, match play, team work and other aspects of the sport including umpiring and coaching.

Cheshire Schools

We supported the Schools helping run all the Schools Tournaments for every age group throughout the season. A special mention goes to Fallibroome School who won U16 County Tournament and the Regional Competition and finished 2nd in the whole country a great effort. Christleton and Wirral U14’s also were national qualifiers. 

County Junior Regional League

This was the 2nd Year in this format for the NW with Cheshire having 9 clubs in the new Regional Junior Leagues which saw Chester, Didsbury, Macclesfield Pink Ladies, Wilmslow, Warrington and Boughton Belles representing the county in the U14 and 16s leagues against teams from Manchester Lancashire Cumbria and Merseyside. All competed well and we have seen the standard rise with NW representatives, Ribble Valley and Oldham winning their sections.

County Junior League
The County has again allowed the Junior league to run the qualification for the under 13 and 15 age groups. We worked with the committee to secure an indoor venue which has seen an improvement in the quality of games. There is additional cost but I think all agree it’s worth it.

County Elite League

The County again supported the Elite League and it has expanded to 16 clubs playing and now into 2 divisions This League is the envy of other counties as we use this for player, club and umpire development and forms the pathway for senior clubs to qualify for the Regional league on the way to the EN Prem league. Well Done to Merseyside Police who won the league and Chester runners-up. 

Manchester Thunder Superleague

The County did not support Thunder financially but bought into the player training package with head coach Tracey Neville. 

We were requested to provide only 2 girls for the tri festival with Yorkshire and North East hubs during the school holidays both of whom were under 13 (Year 8).

Coach Development Fund

We have continued to help our clubs develop by providing £250 maximum to each club who applied for development of their staff ranging from level 2 to first aid to Safeguarding fees. We have sent Coaches to the national Conference and supported our A grade umpires enabling them to attend the National Conferences.

Planning

Following this AGM, we will continue to plan for the next season, working with the NW Regional Board in order to access the Regional training and other opportunities, which could be available to our volunteers, officials and players. 

This will mean a number of changes to the format for the season ahead with each coach being supported by team managers and not only looking at the skills of the players but their fitness and core strength which will be measured regularly. Ex County player and qualified S&C coach Hayley Preece has provided S&C for our athletes this year and this will be continued for the following season.

EN has also asked for all counties to ensure they have succession planning and whilst we have one of the largest and hard-working committees we always welcome new members who are willing to help.  

I would like to finish by thanking our hard working committee, coaches, umpires team managers Officials and other volunteers, including the Whitworths for their catering support, who put a lot of time and effort into making the whole season run smoothly.

Treasurer’s report (Chris Brien)
Chris provided a summary of the year’s accounts 
Umpiring Secretary’s report (Chris McCall)
Umpire development/successes for 2013/14

· 12 leaner umpires (of which 8 were junior umpires) passed their written assessments.  4 of those (2 being juniors) went on to complete/achieve their C Award, passing their final practical assessment in October 2013 and March 2014:  Susie Blake, Alex Dailey, Hannah Dearden & Rebecca Harrison-Pitt

· 2 umpires passed their B Award: Nikki Bristow/Phil Owen in November 2013.  Both were presented with a Cheshire Netball hoodie from the County.

· 5 Cheshire umpires sat the "B" Award written assessment in May - results expected end June.

 One of my aims as Officiating Manager is to identifying umpires across the County who would like to become mentors and/or assessors who would help to develop umpires within their own leagues.  This process has begun and in February I attended a meeting with the East Cheshire Forum to discuss umpire development in that area.  League representatives agreed to send me a list of their umpires' qualifications and development aspirations.  

During the coming year, my intention is to get around to all other leagues within the County.
 
So far, five umpires (from the Warrington area) have confirmed their desire to become a mentor/assessor and their names have been put forward to the NW office for accreditation courses.
 
'C' Award written assessments for 2014/15 will take place in September 2014, January 2015 and May 2015 - dates to be confirmed and will be posted on CCNA website.
 
I would like to thank Chris Brien and Jean Pinion for officiating written and/or practical assessments through the year and their support in mentoring learner umpires.

Chris Brien thanked Chris McCall for doing a brilliant job this season

Welfare officer’s report (Phil Owen)
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· Approx 30 DBS checks have been done during the season and I am proposing to set up a clinic once/month to catch people who need to be verified, probably setting this up in the Warrington area

· Only one issue has been reported this season involving a player and social media, which has been followed up

· It is important that safeguarding doesn’t ‘close down’ over the quieter summer months. We need to remain vigilant and report concerns

Schools report This has been included in Estelle’s Chair’s report.

Performance report (Sue Day)
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Cheshire NDO report (Sara Bayman) 
CAPS Clubs 
Boughton Belles

Beechwood

Warrington Town

Chester

Macclesfield

Sandbach

Ladyhawks

NW planned courses for the next year. 
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Coaching qualifications

This season (up to May) -  20 Level one coaches qualified and 14 Level two coaches qualified 

Other

· 9 back to netball sessions running, including a new one at Kingsway LC

· Netball Now session run last summer at Wilmslow HS 24 participants, 9 new to netball

· County High 5 final run and planned for July this year.

· Netball Youth Camp planned for Chester 7/8/9 August
4. Election of officers
Chairperson


Estelle Graham

Secretary 


Fiona Rose 
Treasurer 


Chris Brien
Assistant Treasurer

Clare McFarlane
Membership 


Emma Pike
Competitions 


Fiona Rose
Match Officials 


Chris McCall
Schools



Emma Jones
Communications 

Estelle Graham / Fiona Rose
Logistics


Andy Lowe

Player Performance & Dev 
Sue Day

Welfare 


Phil Owen

Associate member

Julian Whitworth
Club Liason 


Estelle and Fiona

Non-voting members
Chair / Sec from CJNL

Nikki Kendrick

NDO



Sara Bayman
Cheshire East Dev group
Imogen
Team Manager Liason

Richard White 

Proposed: Jess Maddox; Seconded Julie Southall .

5. AOB
5.1 Affiliations (EG)

We propose to drop the affiliation fee for members from £3.50 to £3.00 to compensate for the increase in the NW fee from 50p to £1.00.
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Proposed: Estelle Graham; Seconded Chris Brien
5.2 Age banding (EG)

Changes to Age banding requirements have been introduced by EN 
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5.3 Web Services (FR)

It was agreed unanimously that we will continue to engage Paul Stretton for web support services etc
5.4 Support for course attendance (JM)

It was confirmed that each affiliated club can claim up to £250/year towards the cost of attending relevant courses. Applications to be made via the Cheshire Netball website. All receipts to be sent to Chris Brien to claim reimbursement. 
5.5 U19 Clubs Nationals (NK)

No decision has been made yet on if and how the Clubs U19 Nationals will be run in 2014/15. We will provide info to all clubs as and when this is available from EN.
Meeting Closed – 7.53pm
Fiona Rose
Secretary, Cheshire Netball

June 2014
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Flow chart to determine if an individual is in ‘Regulated Activity’: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


Is the individual carrying out any of the 
following activities? 
 


1. Teaching, training, instructing, caring 
for or supervising children? 


2. Providing guidance and advice on 
well-being for children? 


3. Driving a vehicle only for children? 


Is the activity happening in 
any of the following places? 
 


- Schools? 
- Academies? 
- Children’s Centres? 


Does the activity happen as often as any of 
the following: 
 
- once a week or more often? 
- 4 or more days in a 30 day period? 


- overnight between 2am and 6am? 


Is the individual carrying out the 


activity unsupervised?** 


REGULATED ACTIVITY 
NOT ‘REGULATED ACTIVITY’ 
(must be supervised by 
someone in Regulated Activity 


with DBS and barred list check) 


NOT ‘REGULATED ACTIVITY’  


YES 


NO 


YES 


YES 


NO 


NO 


NO 


YES 


* Rehabilitation of Offenders Act eligibility code 06 ‘Any position which otherwise involves 


regularly caring for, training, supervising or being solely in charge of children’ is still available for 
sport to use.  The word ‘regularly’ in this eligibility code is not linked to the requirements in the 
definition of ‘Regulated Activity’ – it is open to define by the organisation.  It is suggested annually 
is not enough but an argument could be made for eligibility if an individual does an activity 8 times 
over the summer period or once a month for example.  Appendix B lists all eligibility codes. 


 
** To answer ‘No’ to this question the individual carrying out the activity must be supervised by 


an individual who is in ‘Regulated Activity’ themselves.  


NO eligibility for barred list check 
NO eligibility for DBS check under old 
definition of Regulated Activity 
 
NOTE: There may still be eligibility for 


DBS check under ROA eligibility code 06* 


Eligibility for DBS check 


NO eligibility for barred list check 


Eligibility for DBS check 
A barred list check SHOULD be requested to 


meet legal duty 


Is the individual in a paid role in a 


specified place i.e. a school? 


YES 


NO 
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Disclosure & Barring Service (DBS) 


 


Process for Volunteer Applicants 


Updated: September 2013 ref: C:\Documents and Settings\susan.hudson\My Documents\DBS Flow Chart.docx 


 


 


 


 


Club Secretary or Regional Coordinator will confirm to the 


Applicant: the England Netball DBS registration details, and 


nearest document verifier. 


 


Identity Documents: select and collate the identification 


documentation as described online  


Confirmation: Applicant arranges to meet the document verifier, 


and takes identification documents for verification. *the 


documents must be originals, no photocopies can be accepted 


Payment: DBS cost is £11.40. Give document verifier a cheque 


made payable to TMG CRB, or pay online  


The Consent Form is your 


agreement to supply EN with 


your DBS certificate if required 


Applicant signs the Consent Form and leaves it with the 


Document Verifier who will send it to the England Netball 


Compliance & Inclusion dept. 


Volunteer Applicant Registers Online – here’s how:  


Click link to start registration  :  


https://online.tmgcrb.co.uk/Register.aspx 


 Type in Organisation PIN – 100212  
 – ‘England Netball Volunteers’ will pop up 


 Click box ‘Please confirm organisation’ 
 Enter your name, email address and create a password 
 Secret Word: Hitchin (this word is case sensitive) 
 Click ‘Register’ to be directed to the login page 


 


Document Verifier 


checks Applicant’s 


ID & submission 


details and 


submits verified 


application to TMG 


CRB;  


Document Verifier 


gives Applicant a 


Consent Form to 


sign 


 


*If you do not have 


access to a PC, your 


Document Verifier can 


register you. You need 


to be present, and you 


must supply an email 


address  


Personal Details: complete personal details page. Mandatory 


fields are marked with an *asterisk.  


Summary: complete the Summary page, then click ‘Submit to 


Organisation’. This is now ready for verification. 


TMG CRB will check 


details, counter-sign 


them, and submit to 


the DBS for disclosure 


 Further help here:  https://online.tmgcrb.co.uk/docs/applicantguidancenotes.pdf 


 


START 


FINISH 


*To enlarge images below, click 


on them, then ‘open hyperlink’ 


Login: Input the login information requested. This completes the 


registration process. TMG CRB will send you an auto-response. 


Now applicant continues with the following 4 steps: 


Post-Application: TMG CRB send you an E-Number within a week 


so you can track your application on the Tracking service:  


https://secure.crbonline.gov.uk/enquiry/enquirySearch.do 


The initial process is now complete. You will receive your DBS 


certificate at your home address in 4-6 weeks. 



https://online.tmgcrb.co.uk/Register.aspx

https://online.tmgcrb.co.uk/docs/applicantguidancenotes.pdf
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		Date

		Course Title

		Venue



		29 June 14

		C Award

		Widnes – course fully booked



		3 July 14

		High  5 

		Isle of Man



		4 July 14

		High  5 

		Isle of Man



		10 July 14 

		High 5

		Bury



		30 & 31 Aug, 4 & 5 Oct 14  Assessment 1st Nov 14

		UKCC Level 2

		Cardinal Langley, Middleton



		30 Sept 14

		High 5

		DACA, Lancs



		19 Oct 14

		Beginners 

		Accrington, Lancs



		25 Oct  & 22 Nov 14

		UKCC Level 1

		Bolton



		8+9 Nov, 6+7 Dec 14 Assessment 11 Jan 15

		UKCC Level 2

		Knowsley Park



		17 Jan, 29 Jan 15 Assessment 22 Feb 15

		UKCC Level 2 Conversion**

		Cardinal Langley



		31 Jan & 28 Feb 15

		UKCC Level 1

		Kingsway, Widnes



		7+8 Feb, 7+8 Mar 15 Assessment 28 Mar 15

		UKCC Level 2

		Salford City



		21 Mar  & 25 Apr 15

		UKCC Level 1

		Kingsway Park,  Rochdale



		** This is the last Level 2 conversion to be run before the March 2015 deadline 

– If you have an old Level 2 (Not UKCC) and are a coach in a CAPS accredited club, and have not been on the UKCC L2 conversion course. Your qualification / liability insurance will no longer be valid.  You would then have to go on a UKCC Level 2 award costing £360 instead of £170 for the conversion course. 
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For more information on venues, fees and course bookings, please email northwest@englandnetball.co.uk.
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		England Netball 2014-15 Age Banding Application Form






		Name of Player

		

		Club/School

		



		County

		

		Region

		



		Date of Birth

		

		Today’s Date

		



		Requesting to Play in Age Group

		

		Competition

		



		Contact details of person completing form:



		Name:

		Address:



		

		Post Code:



		Home Telephone:

		Mobile:



		Email:





The following must be completed and returned to the Competition Organiser of the competition the player is being considered to play in before the player is eligible to play out of their age band. By completing this form you are determining that this player is suitable to play above their current age band. Please refer to the Age Banding Guidance and Support document before completing this form.

		1)

		Is the player currently in the England Performance Pathway (e.g. Satellite, County, Regional Academy)?

		YES (    Please proceed to question 2



NO   (     Please proceed to question 3



		2)

		Please state the level of the Performance Pathway the player is currently in, and the venue of the Academy

		



		3)

		What level of competition is the player currently involved in?

		



		4)

		What is the reason for the age band request?

		



		5)

		Who will support/mentor the player during the process for her feeling of ‘ease’ with the transition?

		Name

		Position



		6)

		What monitoring strategy has been agreed by all interested parties?

		





Please complete and tick the appropriate box


The player:-

		· has shown the physical ability to compete at a higher level

		YES

		

		  NO

		



		· has shown the emotional ability to transition to a higher age band

		YES

		

		  NO

		



		· has the technical and tactical ability  to take part the level of the higher age band

		YES

		

		  NO

		



		· progress will be regularly monitored

		YES

		

		  NO

		



		· The Team Coach has discussed this application with the player, the Club/School 

		YES

		

		  NO

		



		Safeguarding  Officer and the players’ parent(s)/guardian(s) (if the player is Under 18 years of age)





		      Signed:

		

		Coach



		

		

		Club/School Safeguarding Officer



		

		

		Parent





NB: Please note that approval is not needed for this process. Completion and submission of this form will act as approval for the player to play out of their age band, providing it is completed in full and received by the competition organiser within the timescales they permit. Please refer to the competition regulations before submitting this form

		For queries relating to age banding please contact:


England Netball, Netball House, 1-12 Old Park Road, Hitchin, SG5 2JR



		Tel: 01462 442344  Fax: 01462 442343 Email: olivia.hewitt@englandnetball.co.uk






_1464944530/Affiliation Fees 2014-15.pdf


 


 


 


England Netball  
Membership Fees - 2014-15 


 


 
The Subscriptions shall be valid between 1 September 2014 and 31 August 2015. Subscriptions will only be valid when payment 
is received in full. 
 
Fees may be applied by your County and Region – please contact the Membership Dept for confirmation for 2014-15. 
 


Membership Category    2014-15 


Registered Participant* (must be registered through a Club or County Association)  £25.50 


Registered Participant* (must be registered through a Club or County Association) aged 18 years and under (on 1 
September in the year of membership) 


£16.00 


Netball Club - Minimum subscription based on up to 10 Registered Participants, plus 


• for each additional Registered Participant, aged over 18 years 


• for each additional Registered Participant, aged 18 years and under (on 1 September in the year of membership) 


• for each additional Registered Participant, aged 14 years and under (on 1 September in the year of membership) 


• for each additional Registered Participant, aged 11 years and under (on 1 September in the year of membership) 


£255.00 


£25.50 


£16.00 


£8.40 


£5.20 


Young Persons Group (18 & under) – Minimum subscription based on up to 10 Registered Participants, aged 
18 years and under (on 1 September in the year of membership) and includes 1 or 2 nominated non-playing leaders 
aged over 18 years, plus 


• for each additional Registered Participant, aged over 18 years non-playing leader 


• for each additional Registered Participant, aged 18 years and under (on 1 September in the year of membership) 


• for each additional Registered Participant, aged 14 years and under (on 1 September in the year of membership) 


• for each additional Registered Participant, aged 11 years and under (on 1 September in the year of membership) 


 


£160.00 
 


£25.50 


£16.00 


£8.40 


£5.20 


Young Persons Group (14 & under) – Minimum subscription based on up to 10 Registered Participants*, aged 
14 years and under (on 1 September in the year of membership) and includes 1 or 2 nominated non-playing leaders 
aged over 18, plus 


• for each additional Registered Participant, aged over 18 years non-playing leader 


• for each additional Registered Participant, aged 14 years and under (on 1 September in the year of membership) 


• for each additional Registered Participant, aged 11 years and under (on 1 September in the year of membership) 


 


£84.00 
 


£25.50 


£8.40 


£5.20 


Young Persons Group (11 & under) – Minimum subscription based on up to 10 Registered Participants*, aged 
11 years and under (on 1 September in the year of membership) and includes 1 or 2 nominated non-playing leaders 
aged over 18 years, plus 


• for each additional Registered Participant, aged over 18 years non-playing leader 


• for each additional Registered Participant, aged 11 years and under (on 1 September in the year of membership) 
 


 


£52.00 
 


£25.50 


£5.20 


College / University – unlimited number of Registered Participants#, who are students in full-time education, plus 
one nominated lecturer 


£T.B.C 


Social & Supporting Membership - membership for administrators, fans and parents who do not play, coach or 
officiate^. 


£13.50 


County Association* £59.00 


Regional Association* £35.60 


Middle / Secondary School £26.00 


Junior / Primary School Free 


 
*Liability and Gold Personal Accident insurance included; #Liability and Silver Personal Accident insurance included; 
^ Liability Insurance only. 
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Age Banding Guidance and Support 
 


In the interest of fair and enjoyable participation in netball, it is recognised that the development of players, may make it 
desirable for them to train and/or play above their age band. England Netball has developed this Guidance for use in 
considering the appropriateness of a young person taking part in activities above their age band, with the welfare of that young 
person being paramount in that decision. This Guidance applies to requests for any young person to be allowed to take part in 
activities with others above their age band at England Netball national events and it is recommended for Regional and County 
activities.   
 
The following Age Banding restrictions for all competitions as follows: 
 
o Any athlete competing in Adult competition must be over the age of 14 
o Any athlete competing in U19 competition must be over the age of 14 and Under 19 
o Any athlete competing in U16 competition must be over the age of 14 and Under 16 
o Any athlete competing in U14 competition must be over the age of 11 and Under 14 
 
(All ages are taken at 11.59pm on the 31


st
 August immediately prior to the competition) 


(These are recommended Age Banding guidelines, please refer to specific competition regulations to confirm eligibility) 
 
These restrictions are in place to ensure that all teams apply the same age limits and to ensure the protection of potentially 
vulnerable players.  In some exceptional circumstances, a player may demonstrate a level of skill and maturity that suggests 
they may be more suited to taking part in an activity at a higher age band.  In these circumstances, representatives from the 
club/school (Coach and Club/School Safeguarding Officer) along with the parent should complete an assessment that will 
assist them in making the decision about that young person’s suitability  to play outside of their  Age Band.   
 
The Process 
 


A Level 2 Coach, Club/School Safeguarding Officer and the parent(s) or carer(s) of the player, must complete an Age Banding 
form, available from the England Netball website. This form should be used by all of the above individuals and if agreed 
between all parties, the form should be signed by all parties and sent through to the relevant Competition Organiser for the 
competition the player is being requested age banding permission to play in, alongside any other required registration forms or 
entry sheets. Upon receipt of this form by the Competition Organiser, the player is eligible to compete in the competition. 
 
This process must be repeated for each season and individual competition. Where a form has been completed for a player at a 
certain round of a competition (eg County Round of National Schools) and the team progress to the next level (eg Regional 
Round), the form must be resubmitted to the competition organiser of that round to ensure the player is eligible 
 
Safeguarding Considerations 


 
England Netball supports player development at every level and aims to ensure that through guidance and provision, 
opportunities for this can be made available for all. Young netballers develop at different rates and therefore the opportunities 
they require or request may not always be based on their chronological age. England Netball have therefore developed this 
Guidance to assist schools, clubs, parents and players in making informed decisions about the suitability of individuals to “play 
up” from their age band.  
 
Those closest to a player are best placed to make judgements on their emotional, social and physical development and 
maturity and, their readiness to “play up”. For this reason, England Netball has determined that the only meaningful way for 
decisions to be made on the appropriateness of a player playing above their age group, is by these people. The list below 
shows those that should work together to assess the suitability of a player to “play up”; 
 


 Parent  


 Level 2 Coach  


 Club/School Safeguarding Officer 
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The coach is best placed to judge the young person’s physical development and skills level. They should consider:- 
 


 The position within the team which the young person usually plays and the one which they would be playing in if they 


played up; 


 


 The young person’s physical development in comparison to the other team members, including opposition; 


 The potential impact on the team mates and opposition on the young person; 


 The young person’s social and personal development, particularly in regard to their resilience for coping with new 


environments and greater demands; 


 The benefits for the young person’s development (physiological, physical, tactical, technical etc) 


In all decisions, the welfare of the young person is paramount. This means their personal development and enjoyment of an 
activity are key determinants in reaching the decision, not the needs of a team or the attainment of results. 
 
When considering whether an individual is suitable to play above their age band, a risk assessment of the playing environment 
in which it is suggested the young person play, should be carried out.  The whole event should be assessed including the 
training and any game environment, transport arrangements and changing facilities, to ensure that a safe environment for that 
young person exists. Where any identified risks are noted, consideration should be given to whether and how those risks can 
be minimised. Where the risks cannot be minimised, the decision should side toward caution. 
 
The risk assessment and risk management measures should be shared and discussed with the player, parent(s)/carers and 
the Club/School Safeguarding Officer.   
 
As the Club/School Safeguarding Officer is responsible for ensuring that local arrangements for the safeguarding of young 
people are adequate, this person has an independent role in assessing the decisions of the coach. Their opinion must be 
sought and taken into account.   
 


 
 







 


 


Talented player with potential to further 
develop if playing outside of age banding 


 


Coach, parent and Club/School 
Safeguarding Officer to review Age 


Banding form and establish if athlete is 
suitable to play out of their age band 


 


Form to be completed and signed by 
coach, parent and Club/School 


Safeguarding Officer 
 


Form to be submitted to competition 
organiser and player will become eligible 


to participate in that competition only 


 


Player is not suitable to play outside of 
age banding and is ineligible to participate 


in competitions outside of the age band 
 


No Yes 






